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Abstract  

Religion, peace, and conflict are three phenomena that can be indicated to be interwoven. Every religion 

claim to preach peace while in actuality most conflicts around the world are religiously influenced especially 

in the Middle East and Nigeria subjectively. This is because religion can play a role as a source of conflict 

and also a path to peace. There are several religions in existence in Nigeria, some of which are exploited by 
some privileged few for political gains due to some violent concepts attached to the teachings of such 

religion. 

As Huntington (1996) predicted, given the collapse of communism, the main contention and controversy in 
the world would revolve around religion. The religious tension in present-day Nigerian society tends to fulfill 

the logic of the above statement. In the past decades, Nigeria has experienced radicalism in Islamic sects. 

Notable among them is the Boko Haram sect. This group of Islamic faithful has resulted in the use of violence 
and terror in the quest for realizing their selfish ambitions which have been asserted by some scholars to be 

the Islamization of the Nigerian nation starting from Northeastern Nigeria by institutionalizing sharia law 
in the country. 

The issue of the Boko Haram insurgency amasses great concern to the Nigerian government due to the 

continued killings, destructions, and bombings by the Boko Haram sect. 
The vastly consequential implication on the surge of this radical plague is the dearth of socio-economic 

development in Nigeria which is extensively felt in the North. Illiteracy, increased unemployment rate, 
poverty, and political cum religious bias have been used as a catalyst to drive the rising membership of this 

group and in aiding religious extremism. The consolation of getting caught in the act is when arrested, 

members would only be expected to denounce membership, afterward tagged repentant and freed by the 
government of the day. This results in rejoining of the sect while the attack and trend continue. 

 The activities of this sect in the name of religion have implications for the country and its development. This 

paper aims to investigate the role of religion in promoting peace, motivating and resolving conflict, the 
avenue made available by Boko Haram for its members and supporters to negatively express their frustration 

through religious indoctrination and pervasiveness especially in the northeastern part of Nigeria and the 
socio-economic implication of Boko Haram on the development of the Nigerian society.   

To achieve this, the study will examine the emergence and activities of the Boko Haram sect and its 

socioeconomic implication on development in Nigeria, the possible solution to the Boko Haram menace, 
measures to take in avoidance of emergence of a similar group, and also recommend possible ways to control 

insurgency and improve socio-economic development in Nigeria. 

The adopted method of analysis for this study is the descriptive method. Due to the nature of the study, the 

secondary sources of data collection will be utilized. Therefore, relevant documents, texts, magazines, news 

publications, internet publications, newspapers, journals, documentaries, and organizational records shall 
be consulted. This study derives ideas from religion, history, philosophy, geography and psychology, the 

current state of affairs, peace studies, and conflict resolution. 

The findings from the study indicate that Religion plays a vital role in maintaining peaceful coexistence, 
instigating and resolving conflict especially in a pluralistic society like Nigeria. It also revealed that Boko 

Haram is a radicalized Islamic sect that seeks the establishment of an Islamic state in Nigeria. It further 
shows that Boko Haram has socio-economic implications on the development of Nigerian society especially 

in the northeastern part of Nigeria where they have refuge.   

The research recommends that to curb insurgency in Nigeria, government agencies, non-governmental 
agencies, private sectors, public sectors, and the international community should help to rebuild destroyed 
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infrastructures, sensitize the youths while ensuring that the captured Boko Haram members face the wrath 

of the law to serve as a deterrent to the people. The security agencies should also be well equipped with 

state-of-the-art equipment and well trained for intelligence gathering to help win the fight against 
insurgency. Furthermore, there should be favorable policies put in place to attract foreign investors and 

proper security measures put in place to protect the investments in Nigeria. There should also be measures 

put in place to ensure that the Nigerian youths are well trained and empowered for employability and self-
employment. 

 

Keywords: Peace, Conflict, Religion, Socio-economic, Boko Haram, Nigeria. 

 

 

 

Introduction 
Boko Haram [often translated as western education is forbidden] has become widely known for its 

fundamentalist and militant actions around the world. Astonishing the theory of secularism, religion has a 

strong and growing significance as a source of identity for many people in Nigeria especially among the 

government and elected officials. This is most commonly reflected in the views that religious differences 

and fanaticism are central to many recent conflicts in Nigeria. 

 

 While Boko Haram was established in the early year 2000 under the leadership of Muhammad Ali and later 

Muhammad Yusuf, its activities were relatively peaceful. Boko Haram intensified its activities after the year 

2009 and became more aggressive. The Islamic group was proscribed by the US government, declared a 

Foreign Terrorist Organization. The insurgent, at first focused on opposing Western education against which 

all its teachings were channeled. Its interest later became political which was to create an Islamic state and 

establish Sharia law in Nigeria. The Boko Haram group clashed many times with the Nigerian Police in 

2009. Since then, the group has grown to become a serious national and international concern. 

 

The group intensified its activity in August 2011 when it bombed the United Nations building in Abuja and 

killed about 23 people in the process. It has increased and sustained its insurgency especially in the 

Northeastern States of Nigeria. Furthermore, the group has continued killings, abductions, and the bombing 

of different locations which includes religious sites, schools, markets, and major places, mainly in the North. 

 

This research asserts that religion can encourage peace, instigate conflict, resolve conflict and also facilitate 

peace-building. In the light of this statement, this study updates the Nigerian people on the various influences 

of religion in peace and conflict, the dangerous effect of religious bigotry, extremism on national 

development. This study unravels the primary cause of Boko Haram and exposes its socio-economic 

implication on the Nigerian populace while expressing the need for people to reject the anti-development 

ideologies of Boko Haram, especially in the northeast. 

 

Conceptual clarifications 

Religion: 

Karl Marx, the German philosopher who is the founder of Marxism theory had a personal view on religion. 

According to Marx (1976), he saw religion primarily as the soul of the soulless condition, the “opium of the 

people” that had been useful to the ruling classes since it gave the working classes false hope. 

Here, religion is seen as hindering human development and harmful as it can prevent necessary revolution. 

This can be said to be true when associated with the religious motivations of Boko Haram in Nigeria. 

 

Nevertheless, according to Wilfred (1962), “we have learned more about ‘the religions; but this has made us 

perhaps less…..aware of what it is we ……mean by ‘religion’”. 

There are many definitions of religion by various scholars but as it stands, there is no universally accepted 

definition of religion. 
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Mckinnon (2002) asserts that scholars have found it difficult to develop a consistent definition, with some 

giving up on the possibility of a definition. 

In as much as there has been no universally accepted definition of religion, it has been an integral part of 

people and societies from the origin and it has also influenced peace and or fostered conflict. 

According to the United States Institute of Peace report in 2008, “no major religion has been exempt from 

complicity in violent conflict”. It further stated that “with so much emphasis on religion as a source of 

conflict, the role of religion as a force in peacekeeping is usually overlooked”. 

In reality, religion can help in maintaining peace and as well in some circumstances may trigger conflict 

depending on the content of the particular religion. This includes theologies, doctrines, values, scriptures, 

and beliefs. Considering that religion provides people with sources of identity, law, and order, morality, and 

societal link; when exploited, adherents go to any level to protect that which they see as the very essence of 

living. 

The division of the country Nigeria along ethno-religious lines, the thoughts by a certain religious group as 

being superior to the others, and the inability of certain ethno-religious groups to tolerate the others is a 

motivation for the religiously influenced crises and conflicts in Nigeria. The research ascertains the claim 

that some members of a certain ethno-religious group are in actuality members and proponents of the Boko 

Haram sect. 

 

Peace and Conflict: 

Peace is a term that is synonymous with the everyday activities of humans but yet a term that has no 

universally acclaimed definition. The Cambridge dictionary defines peace as freedom from war and violence, 

especially when people live and work together happily without disagreement. Hence, defining peace as the 

absence of  disagreement. There are numerous theories of peace in various fields of study, and religions. 

However, these various definitions have one viewpoint in common which comprises the absence of war. 

Etymologically, the Anglo-French term Pes itself comes from the Latin pas meaning “peace, compact, 

agreement, treaty of peace, tranquility, absence of hostility, harmony” (Wikipedia, 2019). 

A conflict is a clash of interests. The basis of conflict may vary but, it is always a part of society (Wikipedia, 

2019). Conflict may take various dimensions. It may be personal, racial, political, local, or international. 

There is no single universally accepted definition of conflict. However, all conflict involves disagreement 

about something which is of importance to the conflicting parties. 

 

 

Socio-economic effects of the Boko Haram insurgency: 
In Nigeria, the Boko Haram menace has been a problem that started as an aftermath of the killing of 

Mohammed Yusuf who was the leader of the Islamic sect. This insurgency has continued to take a huge toll 

on the social and economic development of the Nation and has also engaged many scholars in an attempt to 

determine its emergence, ideology, growth, motivation, causes and implication, and solution.  

 

The Boko Haram sect has intensified its operations in Nigeria especially in the northeast despite the military 

actions which have been taken by the Nigerian government to salvage the situation. Several perspectives on 

this menace have emerged from historians, social scientists, peace and conflict professionals, academic 

consultants, and the international communities. Consequently, the importance of further exploring the Boko 

Haram impasse and its socioeconomic implication to the Nigerian nation cannot be over-emphasized. 

 

Eme and Ibietan (2012) assert that Jama’atu Ahlis Sunna Lidda’ awati wal-jihad better known as Boko 

Haram is an Islamic terrorist group that has a strong operational base in the northeastern states of Nigeria. 

They further asserted that the primary purpose of the sect is to end the secular system of governance in 

Nigeria and introduce sharia law to Islamize Nigeria. 
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Contrarily, Agbiboa (2013) states that the crisis and insurgency in the northeast of Nigeria is a result of the 

inclusion of religion into a long brew of grievances against unfair distribution of power and resources and 

also  against corruption. 

Furthermore, he stated that religious terrorist groups have anti-modern objectives of returning the society to 

an ideal version of the past and these terrorists are anti-social, anti-progressive, and anti-democratic which 

gives them the ability to invoke total commitment by employing different kinds of violence in expressing 

their grievances.  

 

Nevertheless, Lister (2012) asserts otherwise. He states that the foot soldiers of the Boko Haram sect are 

disgruntled youths who have been financially motivated by unscrupulous northern politicians to cause 

mayhem in the country for selfish ambitions. This was possible due to the poor socio-economic state of these 

disgruntled youths. 

Moreover, Onuoha (2014) believes that the northern youths enlisted into Boko Haram due to the prevalence 

of poverty in Nigeria. Cook (2013) also supports the above-stated position. 

 

Awojobi (2014) further stated that the prevalence of poverty especially in the northeastern part of Nigeria 

motivated youths to enlist into the Boko Haram sect. 

Since the Boko Haram insurgency began in 2009, the poverty rate in Nigeria has increased especially in the 

northeastern parts of Nigeria. 

 

Boko Haram is a radicalized Islamic sect that seeks the establishment of an Islamic state in Nigeria. The 

membership of this sect is facilitated by ignorance, illiteracy, poverty, frustration, and the unemployable 

state of most of the youths in the northeastern part of Nigeria. Thus, it has a religious affiliation and its 

religion is Islam, they operate on the ideologies which vehemently oppose anything with a western origin 

including educational empowerment, clothes, and foreign facilities, and also promote anti-development 

cultures through terror. 

 

The term “Socioeconomic” is an adjective that relates to both economic and social factors (Yourdictionary, 

2019).  

Furthermore, these characteristics can include social and economic standing, level of education, current 

profession, and ethnic background or heritage (Investopedia, 2019).  

Socioeconomics concerns itself with how economies are shaped by social processes. It also analyzes how 

societies progress, stagnate, or regress because of their local, regional, or global economy (Wikipedia, 2019). 

According to a report by the world poverty clock in 2018, Nigeria has overtaken India as the country with 

the most extremely poor people in the world. It further stated that 86.9 million Nigerians live in extreme 

poverty. This represents 50 percent of Nigeria’s 180 million populations. This was made further possible by 

the devastating socioeconomic effect of Boko Haram which rendered thousands if not millions of people 

homeless, cashless, hungry, and hopeless. 

 

There exists a notion that shows the killings, kidnapping, and bombing by the sect and their general activities 

has constituted a fear phenomenon that has halted investments and has become hindrances to the socio-

economic development of Nigeria especially in the northeast where Boko Haram activities are intensified. 

A socio-economic of the works on the subject matter shows that the researchers agree that the Boko Haram 

insurgency amidst their heinous crimes against humanity hampers socio-economic development in Nigeria. 

 

 

Theoretical framework 
The framework of this study is the theoretical perspective of frustration-aggression theory known as the 

frustration-aggression–displacement theory. This theory was propounded by John Dollard and his 

colleagues. It states that frustration leads to aggression but when the source of the frustration cannot be 

challenged, an innocent target becomes a recipient of the aggression. 
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To exemplify the theory, If a man is humiliated by his employer at the office and the humiliated fellow 

couldn’t respond for the fear of forfeiting the employment, the said fellow may convey his frustration to his 

family expending violence on the household. 

Miller and Sears (1941) reformulated the hypothesis to suggest that while frustration creates a need to 

respond, some form of aggression is one possible outcome. This means that while frustration leads to actions 

that may or may not be aggressive, any aggressive behavior is a result of frustration. 

According to Zillman (1979), this makes frustration not sufficient but a necessary condition for aggression. 

This hypothesis attempts to explain the cause of the Boko Haram violence. 

According to the reformulation of the Yale group, “frustration produces instigation to several different types 

of response, one of which is aggression. They defined frustration as the “condition which exists when a goal 

response suffers interference” while aggression is defined as “an act whose goal response is to injure an 

organism”. 

 

With regards to this research, history has it that elites from the northern part of Nigeria have produced more 

national leaders than any other part of the country. Irrespective of this fact, the majority of the northern 

youths have refused to welcome education and civilization due to some Islamic teachings and therefore 

remain unemployable. The poverty and deficiency rate in the region has been reported to be so high while 

quite a multitude of them have been ravaged by numerous health challenges due to their refusal to accept 

immunizations and the impoverished state of the medical facilities in the region.  

This has created discontentment, frustration, and tensed environment with the people willing to rebel and 

uphold anarchy seeing the elected leaders have no plans to improve the society. 

 

Furthermore, the issue of religion, poverty, and underdevelopment has been widely upheld as the 

fundamental cause of the Boko Haram insurgency. 

Ford (2007) indicated that “poverty is the major cause of conflict in Africa”. Fearon (2004) further stated 

that” poverty helps to sustain conflict once it’s started.” On the issue of how religion facilitates Boko Haram 

activities, Ghamidi (2001) asserts that “there is a consensus among Islamic scholars that the concept of Jihad 

will always include armed struggle against wrongdoers”. The term wrongdoers as mentioned here are 

determined by the Boko Haram sect for the justification of their heinous actions.  

Consequently, it can be argued that with the knowledge of the concept of jihad in connection to arms struggle, 

frustration induced by deprivation, poverty, and unemployment which is as a result of non-acceptance of 

education and civilization is the motivating factor that led to the aggression by Boko Haram sect over the 

years. 

 

Conclusion 
This paper presents the socio-economic implication of the Boko Haram menace to Nigerian society while 

highlighting the role which religion plays in stimulating peace as well as inspiring conflict. This contributes 

insight into understanding the Boko Haram philosophy and ideology which is entirely religious cum 

politically motivated. The religious sentimental appeals of the group assist them in recruiting members and 

sympathizers to sustain its operations. 

Nevertheless, many narratives have existed and are being applied to ascertain the emergence, operations, 

sustenance, transformation, and the existence of the Boko Haram impasse in Nigeria. This study discovered 

that the primary mission of the sect to an extent is to establish an Islamic state and exterminate all western 

ideologies, direct and indirect colonization. 

 

 Furthermore, this study has shown that Boko Haram has religion while highlighting the role of religion in 

peace and conflict. The study has also shown that religion when positively applied exploits a vital role in 

maintaining peaceful coexistence, instigating and resolving conflict especially in a heterogeneous population 

like Nigeria. 
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Precisely as affirmed above, Boko Haram is a radicalized Islamic sect that seeks the establishment of an 

Islamic state in Nigeria. The membership of this sect is facilitated by ignorance, illiteracy, poverty, 

frustration, and the unemployable state of a majority of the youths in the northeastern part of Nigeria. Hence, 

the sect's religion is Islam. They operate on the ideologies which vehemently oppose everything western 

including educational empowerment, outfits, and foreign installations while promoting anti-development 

complexities. 

 

The socio-economic indications of Boko Haram on the development of the Nigerian society especially in 

the northeastern part of Nigeria where they operate with ease cannot be overemphasized. Among these 

implications is the scaring of foreign investors by kidnapping and murdering investors who dare to come 

and also the devastation of existing infrastructures. 

 

However, the emergence of the Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria has further indicated that Muslims in the 

nation do not form a homogeneous guise rather they are divided into numerous micro and macro movements 

that display various religious, social, cultural, political, and ideological exposures. Consequently, being a 

Muslim does not invalidity make one a member of Boko Haram.  
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